
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Greetings Fellow Redeemed, 
 

I hope and pray your summer has been a time of rest and rejuvenation.  Fall is just around the corner, school is 
starting again, and schedules are filling up.  But even amidst the hustle and bustle, we can always stop, take a deep 
breath and turn to the Lord in prayer or read from his Holy Word.  Better yet, we can come to worship and Bible 
Study with our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ at Grace Lutheran.  There we will find rest for our weary souls 
and tired bodies. In Worship, we receive God's gifts of life and salvation in Word and Sacrament.  Spiritual Food for 
our weary souls. 
   

Starting this month, for our Sunday morning Bible studies, we will examine the topic of Racism and what God’s Word 
says about it.  Below I have included the first devotion from the Bible study entitled:  Answer to Racism: Speaking 
the Truth in Love.  I hope you all will come and join us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am for Bible study and discussion 
on this important topic.  In the meantime, may the good Lord bless and keep you all in His tender care.   
 

Blessings in Christ, 
 

Pastor Josh   
 
Revelation 7: 9-12 
 

One of the issues our American society has not addressed is what kind of society we want to become. Last century 
the common phrase was “a melting pot.” It was a recognition that America is a country of immigrants from all 
around the world. Once here, they should all change to one common denominator. The trick was that this common 
denominator was determined by the white population. Even among the white population, there were vast 
immigrations from White European populations. They were to give up their native tongues and speak English, 
abandon their smelly foods, and blend into something else. 
 

This is in sharp contrast to the biblical view of society, the view from God's perspective. However, even that view 
was obscured by biblical translations. The classic example is the translation of the Greek “ta ethne” in well-known 
passages. The translation of “ta ethne” in the Great Commission in Matthew 28 was “Go into all the world and make 
disciples of all nations,” and in Revelation 7, the great throng around the throne were “from every nation.” 
However, the term “ta ethne” means “ethnic groups,” not countries. God values every culture. They are part of His 
handiwork over the millennia. They are to be respected and honored and preserved and brought into His fold and 
celebrated for eternity. 
 

In our baptism, we are given God’s perspective and vision. Though our sinful point of view may get in the way, He 
always calls us back and renews us in repentance to His view. Lord, open our eyes and our hearts to our brothers 
and sisters. We are sorry for not seeing them and appreciating them as you do. Change my heart. Teach me to love 
them as you love them! 

 

Grace Connections 
So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 

and individually we are members one of another. 
Romans 12:5 

 

 
 

September 2022 



 
 

▪ For those of you unable to attend the Voter’s Meeting on Sunday, August 21, the following officers were elected 

for the new year (September 1, 2022 — August 31, 2023): 
 

· President—Mike Bahr 

· Vice President—Bill Lemke 

· Secretary—Nan Gunderson 

· Treasurer—Lyle Hinrichs 

· Financial Secretaries—Barb and Jeff Morlok 

· Head Trustee—Darryl Meierhoff (interim) 

· Lay Ministry Chair—Bob Janssen 

· Board of Lay Ministers—John Gisclon, Shirley Westerberg, Mike Neely, Sandra Hinrichs 
 

I am truly grateful to each of these folks for their willingness and dedication to serve God through their presence 
on our church council.  Thank you! 

 

▪ Also at the Voter’s Meeting, Pastor Heimbuck presented several ideas and plans for new and continuing 

activities and ministries at Grace this fall.  Resumption of the weekly Women’s Bible Study and Men’s Monthly 

Breakfast will begin again in September.  Pastor’s Sunday morning Bible class will focus on a new series built 

around ‘racism.’  A fledgling Sunday School is even planned to resume, as well as a college-level Bible Study.  

Choir and Worship Team will also resume this month.  A Fall Stewardship Program is being discussed, either 

through a series of sermons or discussion groups.  Looking further ahead, a leadership ‘retreat’ is being planned 

(see below), another pre-Thanksgiving dinner has been suggested, and finally, the year 2023 will be Grace’s 75th 

Anniversary.  It was a very nice summary of positive things to come here at Grace. 
 

▪ Per the previous paragraph, a ‘leadership retreat’ is being discussed and planned for late October.  The thrust of 

this ‘retreat’ will be to consider new and different ways to communicate the Good News of the Gospel to our 

community.  This event is being coordinated with help from Lutheran Hour Ministries.  One of the things that 

recent research has shown is that churches (including Lutheran churches) are experiencing success and growth 

by ‘rebranding’ themselves.  You are probably familiar with the old saying, “The definition of insanity is doing 

the same things over and over and expecting different results.”  We have to ask ourselves, “Does that apply to 

Grace?”  Maybe we need to look at some different ways of doing what we do, or maybe even how we present it, 

and ourselves, to the community. 
   

▪ At the August Church Council meeting two projects were discussed that are related to the church building.  One 

is the possible remodel of the restrooms to make them more accessible to physically challenged individuals.  The 

other is to repaint the exterior of the building.  Cost estimates are being developed for both projects and will be 

discussed by Council at its September meeting. 
 

▪ We are grateful for another special monetary gift to the General Fund from one of our members.  It is a 

wonderful blessing.  Thank you! 
   

▪ We are again in need of a new landscape maintenance person.  If you are aware of anyone who might be 

available for this kind of work, please contact new President Mike Bahr or Darryl Meierhoff. 
 

May God bless the on-going ministry of Grace, the Lutheran Church of Ashland, Oregon. 
 

Bob Janssen, Out-going Council President 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
National Grandparents Day, September 11th, falls each year on the 
first Sunday after Labor Day. It was initiated at the grassroots level 
by West Virginian Marian Lucille Herndon McQuade, with the 
behind-the-scenes support of her husband Joseph L. McQuade. They 
had 15 children, 43 grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren, and one 
great-great grandchild. 
 

There are three purposes for National Grandparents Day: 

▪ To honor grandparents. 

▪ To give grandparents an opportunity to show love for their 

children's children. 

▪ To help children become aware of the strength, information and 

guidance older people can offer. 

National Grandparents Day gives us a chance to publicly affirm the 
identity and importance of grandparents, that they do play a vital role in families. It is also a day of giving – giving of 
self; sharing hopes, dreams, and values; and setting an example and advocating for future generations. Generations 
United in Washington, DC encourages all ages to engage in intergenerational civic engagement for the entire week 
following National Grandparents Day. 
 

Mrs. McQuade started her campaign for a day to honor grandparents in 1970. She worked with civic, business, 
church, and political leaders to first launch the day in her home state in 1973. Then, after many years, much 
persuasion, and unending persistence, she finally achieved her bigger goal. It was in 1979 that President Jimmy 
Carter proclaimed the first Sunday after Labor Day each year as National Grandparents Day (September was chosen 
to signify the "autumn" years of life). In part, the proclamation reads: 
 

Grandparents are our continuing tie to the near-past, to the events and beliefs and experiences that so 
strongly affect our lives and the world around us. Whether they are our own or surrogate grandparents 
who fill some of the gaps in our mobile society, our senior generation also provides our society a link to 
our national heritage and traditions. 
 

We all know grandparents whose values transcend passing fads and pressures, and who possess the 
wisdom of distilled pain and joy. Because they are usually free to love and guide and befriend the young 
without having to take daily responsibility for them, they can often reach out past pride and fear of 
failure and close the space between generations. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 

Women of Grace LWML 
 

Southern OR LWML Zone Fall Rally 
 

The Women of Grace will be hosting the women of the Southern OR Zone LWML on Saturday, October 1st, 2022.  
Our guest speaker will be Terry Putnam from Bethesda.  Bethesda is an organization dedicated to helping families 
with children born with intellectual disabilities as well as helping those children as they grow into adulthood.  
Bethesda has now been acquired by AbleLight, which is a secular organization dedicated to the same goals, but does 
not provide the religious education of Bethesda, supported by the LCMS.  Terry will explain how religious education 
will still be provided as well as give us information on Adopt-a-Home, and how societies can adopt and support a 
group home for those living with intellectual disabilities.   
 

The theme of our Rally is Wonderfully Made, based upon Psalm 139: 13-14:  “For You created my inmost being; You 
knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am wonderfully made; Your works are wonderful; I 
know that full well.”  Registration will begin at 9:00 am followed by a divine service of Holy Communion at 9:30.  
Lunch will be served. After lunch, Pastor Josh will present a Bible Study based upon the theme.  Everyone is invited. 
 

In order to honor being wonderfully made, we have chosen the Medford Pregnancy Center as the recipient of our 
Gifts of Love.  Each child is wonderfully made, a true, precious gift of love from our Heavenly Father, made in His 
image. The Pregnancy Center is faith based and offers weekly group Bible studies as well as parenting classes, a new 
mom’s club, and post-abortion support.  They provide gift bags for new mothers. We are asking for contributions for 
these gift bags of new items in newborn size:  
  

Socks 
Hats 

Outfits 
Onesies 

Sleepers (P.J’s.) 
 
There is a donation box in the Narthex.  Your support is gratefully appreciated by us and the new mothers!  Please 
join us Saturday, October 1!  You will be inspired. 
 
 

Women’s Study 
 
Grace Lutheran’s Women’s Bible Study will resume Tuesday, September 13th at 10:00 am in the Library/Conference 
Room.  We will continue our study of the book of Acts, Chapter 17. 
   
Please join us.  A study guide is provided.  We use a verse-by-verse format, often discussing the relationship of the 
situations Paul finds himself in to our relationships today.  Discussions frequently become lively.  Everyone is 
welcome.  Come join us!! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Gifts of Love Gift Bags 

 

Newborn Items for New Mothers 
The Medford Pregnancy Center 

· 2-3 Pair of socks 
· 2-3 Hats 
· 2-3 Outfits 
· 2-3 Onesies 
· 2-3 Sleepers/Pajamas 
· 1 Hooded bath towel and wash 

cloth 

W O N D E R F U L L Y  

M A D E  
 

For You created my inmost being; You knit me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise You because I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made; Your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 

 

Psalm 139:13-14 NIV 

T h e  W o m e n  o f  G r a c e  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  
660 Frances Lane — Ashland, Oregon 

 

Cordially invite you to join them 
 

Saturday, October 1, 2022 for the Southern Oregon Zone Fall Rally 

Registration 9:00 — 9:30 AM 

Worship with Holy Communion — 9:30 — 10:30 

Lunch will be served 
 

Terry Putnam, President of Oregon Bethesda — Guest Speaker 
will present “Bethesda Become AbleLight” 

Reserve the Date!  Everyone is Welcome! 

 



 
 

Financial ‘Plan’ Status 
July 2022 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This reminds me of Jesus saying to Peter three times: “Feed my sheep.” 
 

The Free Meal Program is continuing into the fall and winter with enthusiastic gratitude from its participants.  
Meatloaf, mac ‘n’ cheese, Karen’s cookies and baked beans are favorites, along with bottled water. 
 

Grace volunteers serve Monday Meals.  Meals are also offered on other nights by different providers in Lithia Park 
or at Uncle Food’s Diner.  Those whom Grace serve are either receiving help from OHRA or are considering such 
help. 
 

He is with us, always. 
 

Nan Gunderson 
 
 
 

 YTD through  2022 'Plan'

July July % of 'Plan' Total

General Fund 'Plan' vs Contributions

General Fund Contributions $15,497.17 $114,355.90 54.37%

 'Plan' Offering Goal $17,527.50 $122,692.50 58.33% $210,330.00

Over (-under) 'Plan' Goal ($2,030.33) ($8,336.60)

 

Contributions vs Expenditures

General Fund Contributions $15,497.17 $114,355.90 54.37% $210,330.00

General Fund Expenditures $16,343.27 $118,125.80 56.16%

Net ($846.10) ($3,769.90)
  

   



 

 

 

Books and Digital Research Kit 
Fresh Tools to Discover Congregational Gifts 
 

 
 

 
Do you ever wonder if your church is making the most of its members' God-given gifts? Ever wonder if you are 
using your God-given gifts to their fullest — or if you even understand what God has given you? Exploring this 
exciting topic are two new works produced by Lutheran Hour Ministries in partner ship with Barna Group. 
Published by InterVarsity Press, Discover Your Gifts by Don Everts, and the companion Discover Your Gifts 
Workbook by Tony Cook and Don Everts, are now available.  
 
Discover Your Gifts ($17) helps readers realize what they may have missed their entire lives: that we are 
"fearfully and wonderfully made" by God (Psalm 139:14b). Seeing people as God sees them, discovering our 
God-given gifts, naming our God-given vocations, helping others grow in their gifts, and encouraging others to 
use their gifts are all covered in this easy-to-read volume. Various appendices add depth and definition to 
Everts' work and conclude with The EveryGift Inventory: an excellent resource to help you discover the special 
aptitudes, innate abilities, and acquired skills God has given you across 12 distinct areas.  
 
The Discover Your Gifts Workbook ($9) includes 12 chapters to help readers explore the types of gifts that God 
has given them. Naturally, gift types vary widely (technical, artistic, communication, fina ncial, leadership, 
etc.), and you may very well have more than one of them. This workbook highlights several gift types, notes 
contexts where they might be used, provides brainstorming exercises for sharing these gifts, offers ideas for 
helping others determine what gifts they have, and more. Cook and Everts share how our gifts can be used in 
four distinct areas of life: family, church, work, and society.  
 
In addition to these two texts, LHM is also offering a Gifted for More digital research kit. For $39 you receive a 
ZIP file which includes a copy of the Gifted for More monograph, a slide deck of Barna's research to present 
findings, a video link detailing research data, and a discussion guide for leading conversations. This kit is 
excellent for congregational leaders interested in discovering and utilizing member giftedness but who don't 
know where to begin. As a teaching resource for church leaders, its research-based findings will inspire church 
co-workers to begin thinking differently about the church members they serve — and all the gifts they have to 
offer. For more information, go to lhm.org/gifted, or contact John Gisclon, Grace’s LHM Ambassador.  

https://www.lhm.org/gifted


 

 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

2022… Peace, Love, Joy and Hope 

“Grace Guides and Sustains” 
 

 

“Looking to the Future with Hope” 
Grace Lutheran Church 

660 Frances Lane 

Ashland, OR. 97520 

1-541-482-1661 

gracelutheranashland@gmail.com 

gracelutheranashland.org 

FOLLOW us on Facebook – gracelutheranashland-lcms 

 

mailto:gracelutheranashland@gmail.com

